Tiie Sub-Assistant Surgeons of the Bengal Presidency have addressed a petition to tlie Lieutenant-Governor, setting forth their grievances and praying for redress. The document is well ?written, temperate, and explicit; it shows in plain, but forcible language the marked and invidious distinctions that exist between their position and that of other Uncovenanted empioyes of the Government ; and it proves the utter negation to them, on the part of the ruling powers, of all social and official status.
The tenor of the petition evinces that the Native Medical men appreciate the anomalous position in which they are placed as to pay and standing, and renders it evident that they begin to recognize in the degree of the Calcutta University an analogy with the famed apples of the shores of the Dead Sea?sweet and tempting to the eye from a distance, but di&solving into dust and bitterness when realized and brought to the lips.
It is no exaggeration to say that every word of this reasonable and just complaint is correct, and it is impossible to believe otherwise than that, when the matter has been well considered, something will be done, and a new state of things inaugurated.
The head of the Bengal Government is eminently a friend to Medical education and the Medical Service, and the simple justice this department of it seeks at his hands is certain, at least, to be attentively considered. Endurance, it must be confessed, has been stretched to the utmost limit of tension; and resilient though it has ever proved, yet, like the most elastic of cords, if over-strained, it will at last give way. The young Medical graduates of the Calcutta University now hesitate to enter the service of Government, or if they do enter, it is but, too often, only almost immediately afterwards to resign; the few who remain retaining the office they begin by despising, simply as a matter of convenience, and to be cast aside for the first thing that appears to offer a better prospect of emolument. This is much to be regretted : it is a thousand pities that the services of so many highly educated Medical men should be lost to the Government, and the places they are so well calculated to fill given to others less adapted to the work than they are; yet this might all be easily remedied, and the services of the best men might be secured, were the inducements held out to them in any way commensurate with their deserts or the interests in- 
